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Burundi 


Police Say 5 Killed, 6 Injured in House Attack 


AB2609152695 Paris AFP in French 
0739 GMT 26 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bujumbura, 26 Sep (AFP) 
— A police source today disclosed that five people 
were killed and six others injured in an attack carried 
Out yesterday evening by armed men on a house in 
Kamenge, a district of the majority Hutu tribe north 
of Bujumbura. The men used automatic weapons and 
grenades in their attack shortly after 23 hours local time, 
or 2100 GMT. Repulsed by the security forces, they fled 
toward the ncighboring Kanama District further north, 
the source explained. The five dead, three women and 
two men, were all Hutus. | 


The attack took place exactly at an area near Ngagara, 
a mixed district lying adjacent to Kamenge. Some Hutu 
families are still living in this area on the outskirts 
of Kamenge, while the majority of the inhabitants of 
the district fled their homes over two months ago. 
They took refuge on the hills or in other districts 
of the city to escape persistent gunfire. The Tutsi- 
dominated Army has in the past few months carried out 
several “disarmament” operations in Kamenge, reputed 
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to be a stronghold of Hutu "armed gangs." The Army 
was considering a possible punitive operation in the 
area where a few scores of people live. President 
Sylvestre Ntibantunganya and Prime Minister Antoine 
Nduwayo on 22 and 23 September toured the localities 
of Gatumba and Mubone to west of the capital, Gasenyi 
to the northeast, and Ruziba and Gikoto to the south 
to try and convince people who have fled Kamenge, 
Kanama, and Kanyosha to return to their homes; but it 
seems that they failed to get the message across. 


Tutsi Neighborhood Said Targetted 


EA2609162895 Bujumbura ABP in French 
0722 GMT 26 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bujumbura, 26 Sep (ABP) — A 
very violent attack against Tutsi families in the southern 
part of Kamenge zone — that is, near Neighborhood 
7 of Ngagara, which is mainly Tutsi — took place in 
the night between 25 and 26 September and has so far 
resulted in seven deaths and many injuries, according to 
an ABP journalist living in the affected area. 


He added that assailants carried out light attacks on the 
main houses, shooting mostly in the air, while others 
were killing Tutsis living in adjoining buildings. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Somalia 


Correspondent Escapes From Aidid Jail 


AB2709083095 Paris AFP in English 
0800 GMT 27 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, 27 Sep (AFP) — 
AFP’s correspondent in Somalia escaped from a war- 
lord’s prison in south Mogadishu early Wednesday [27 
September], he told the news agency in Nairobi by tele- 
phone. The correspondent, ..li Musa Abdi, had been 
held for three weeks by General Mohamed Farah Aidid, 
accused of "serious" but unspecified "crimes" against the 
"government’ Aidid set up after his supporters elected 
him "interim president" of Somalia in June. Abdi made 
his way to north Mogadishu, controlled by Aidid rival 
Ali Mahdi Mohamed. 


The correspondent, who also works for the BBC, was 
seized by three armed men on September 5 as he was 
on his way to cover a road-opening organised by Aidid 
rivals. Aidid first denied all knowledge of his capture, 
but his radio station later announced that Abdi’s seizure 
had been an "arrest." It said he would go on trial. 


A spokesman for Ali Mahdi said on September 11 that 
he and five other faction leaders had urged the general 
to release Abdi unconditionally and respect freedom 
of expression. The human rights organisation Amnesty 
International also wrote to Aidid appealing for Abdi’s 
immediate and unconditional release, describing him as 
a prisoner of conscience, and AFP and the BBC both 
urged his release and expressed their confidence in his 
reports. 


Abdi was first held in a villa in south Mogadishu, 
then transferred to a cell in the building of the former 
Criminal Investigation Department near the "Kilometre 
4" traffic circle in the centre of south Mogadishu, an 
area controlled by Aidid. 


Abdi, who said before his "arrest" that he had received 
22 death threats since 1991, moved several weeks ago 
from the south of the capital to the north. He said that 
move was prompted by threats from Aidid associates 
who accused him of portraying a "negative image” of 
the general. 


No outside country has yet recognised any government 
in Somalia, which has been ruled by feuding warlords 
since the overthrow of strongman Mohamed Siad Barre 
in 1991. 
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Uganda 
Constituent Assembly Enacts New Constitution 


EA2209220595 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 1700 GMT 22 Sep 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The new constitution for 
Uganda has been enacted by the members of the 
Constituent Assembly [CA] after completing 14 months 
of the constitution-making process. The enactment, 
which took place today at the international conference 
center, where the debates have been held, was arrived at 
by unanimous consensus [as heard] amidst a prolonged 
ovation and clapping by members of the CA. 


The motion of enactment was moved by Dr. George 
Kanyeihamba chairman of the legal and drafting com- 
mittee of the assembly, and seconde.’ by consensus. Af- 
ter three and a half hours debate on the motion by 15 
members of the assembly, the chairman, Mr. James Wa- 
pakhabulo, put the motion to vote, but 47 members un- 
successfully stood up to challenge the chairman’s ruling, 
which fell short of four delegates to send the assembly 
into the division lobby. 


Unsatisfied with the turn of events, Mrs. Cecilia Ogwal, 
who is a member of the assembly representing Lira 
municipality, and acting secretary general of the Uganda 
People’s Congress, walkec! out as a sign of protest 
amidst prolonged laughter ‘rom the house. 


The new constitutior. will come into effect as the 
constitution of Uganda after promulgation and assent 
by the president. The president is mandated by the 
Constituent Assembly statute to promulgate the new 
constitution not later than 60 days after the enactment. 
Moving the motion, Dr. Kanyeihamba thanked the 
chairman of the Constituent Assembly, Mr. James 
Wapakhabulo, for the manner in which he guided the 
affairs of the assembiy and everybody who assisted in 
one way or another for the Constituent Assembly to 
come up with a new constitution. [passage omitted] 


Those opposed to it singled out the article [as heard] 
dealing with human rights, women, the judiciary, legis- 
lature and land issues. 


The delegates who supported the motion said that for 
the first time in the history of Uganda the people 
had the opportunity to use their power correctly to 
enact the constitution for themselves, which, they said, 
is home-grown. They said the new constitution is 
superior and urged those who were not in favour not to 
lose their heart, saying the constitution grows through 
amendments and interpretations by courts of law. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Media Told Not To Report Doctors’ Strike 


EA2209220995 Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
22 Sep 95 p&8 


(Unattributed report: "Army Doctors Run Uganda Hos- 
pitals”} 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Ugandan Army medical 
personnel moved into hospitals today to revive services 
paralysed by a three-day strike called by doctors to back 
their demands for higher wages. 


Army officers said the move ordered by the government 
of President Yoweri Museveni was an attempt to save 
human lives after civilian doctors rejected a government 
order yesterday to return to work. [passage omitted] 


Meanwhile the Uganda Government has barred the 
media from reporting the strike, adds Dan Elwana 
[DAILY NATION reporter] from Kampala. According 
to a source in the Ministry of Information and Broad- 
casting, the government has asked the state media insti- 
tutions to steer clear of the strike story. 


Earlier some doctors were reported to have resumed 
work at the Kampala mental hospital. 


Medical Union Leaders Arrested 


AB2609093595 Paris AFP in English 
1053 GMT 25 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Kampala, 25 Sep (AFP) — 
Ugandan authorities have arrested three leaders of 
Striking doctors in an attempt to end the work stoppage 
now in its second week, officials said Monday [25 
September]. A police spokesman said three officials of 
the Uganda Medical Workers Union (UMWU) were 
picked up during the weekend and would be charged 
with dereliction of duty and inciting rebellion against 
the government. 


The doctors and other medical personnel in government 
hospitals throughout Uganda downed tools last week 
demanding higher wages and better working conditions. 
Negotiations between the doctors and the government 
have collapsed. The strike has paralysed health services 
nationwide with the doctors union claiming that 60 
people had died of lack of medical care. 


The government deployed military doctors in govern- 
ment hospitals last week but they are too few to cope 
with the large numbers of patients. The doctors are de- 
manding that their pay be raised from 165 dollars a 
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month to 1,565 and nurses from 62 to 520 dollars. The 
government said it could not afford the pay raise de- 
manded. 


UMWU officials Apollo Nyangasi and Sam Lyomoki 
were arrested as they went to a government office to 
press for further talks with the authorities. They, along 
with another doctor, Innocent Nuwagira, were expected 
to appear in court later Monday. 


Government Health Units Now Open 


EA2609195395 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 1700 GMT 26 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The minister of health wishes 
to correct the report which has appeared in the NEW 
VISION newspaper of today, Tuesday 26 September, in 
the main article concerning the strike of health workers, 
misquoting him as having said that the president had 
agreed to meet representatives of striking workers. The 
meeting, which was convened in the boardroom in 
[Kampala] Mulago Hospital, was attended by heads of 
department aid senior doctors who have all the time 
continued to work in the hospital since the illegal strike 
was declared. 


It should be observed that all the professional associa- 
tions have dissociated themselves from the illegal and 
unethical strike which has held lives of innocent people . 
at ransom. The professional associations have always 
had a dialogue with the government, and the president 
had promised to meet them before the medical union 
existed. 


It was repeatedly emphasized during yesterday’s meet- 
ing, which is one of the daily meetings held in Mulago, 
that dialogue can only take place while medical workers 
are in their respective places of work. 


{Health Minister] Dr. [James] Makumbi said it is 
unfortunate that the name of the head of the state should 
be dragged in this issue by inaccurate reports in the mass 
media. The official government position still remains as 
stated in the resolution released by the NRC [National 
Resistance Council], that medical workers who had 
gone on strike must report back to their posts while 
government explores ways of improving their terms of 
service. 


Many health workers, who had been misled, have 
already reported to their posts and all government health 
units are now open throughout the country. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Police Use Stun Grenades Against Strikers 


MB2609144995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1434 GMT 26 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Sept 26 
SAPA — Late afternoon shoppers scattered in the 
centre of Johannesburg on Tuesday [26 September] 
when police fired an estimated 20 stun grenades as 
striking municipal workers went on the rampage along 
Commissioner Street. 


A policeman on the scene said they fired stun grenades 
after four live rounds were fired by one of the strikers. 
Policemen donned bullet proof vests and drew their 
weapons in response. 


There were no reported injuries. 


The street resembled a riot zone with rubbish strewn 
around. Hawkers had their wares overturned and strewn 
over the pavements and road. Fresh fruit, trinkets 
and clothing were trampled underfoot as strikers and 
shoppers scattered. Shop owners and hawkers hastily 
shut up shop as the violence broke out. 


On other incidents, police on the scene said they fired 
teargas at strikers in Commissioner Street after a hawker 
was attacked during the course of the afternoon. 


Startied bystanders were run off their feet in the 
confusion as police chased workers. 


Earlier about 3,000 South African Municipal Workers’ 
Union members, demanding to be addressed by Gauteng 
Housing MEC (member of the Executive Council] Dan 
Mofokeng, trashed Library Gardens to the Provincial 
Legislature in Simmonds Street. 


ANC Urges ‘Amicable Solution’ 


MB2709070895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2220 GMT 26 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Sept 26 
SAPA — The African National Congress late on Tues- 
day [26 September] night joined the chorus of con- 
demnation of striking municipal workers who rampaged 
through the city centre littering and rapturing water 
pipes. But the ANC called on local authorities and strik- 
ing workers to find an amicable solution to their dispute. 


"The ANC unequivocally condemns actions by some 
members of SAMWU [South African Municipal Work- 
ers Union] during strike action in Johannesburg....," 
ANC spokesman P.onnie Mamoepa said in a statement. 
"The disruption of iraffic, littering and deliberate sabo- 
tage of water pipes can only undermine efforts to find 
an amicable solution to the grievances of the workers. 
Such deplorable actions must be condemned by all." 
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Mamoepa said the ANC remained convinced that the 
workers’ grievances for the improvement of working 
conditions and conditions of service are legitimate. But 
it could not condone actions that undermined the rest of 
society. 


"In this regard the ANC urges the SAMWIU ieadership 
and local authorities to exploit existing channels of com- 
munication to discuss amendments to the proclamation 
on powers of metropolitan structures and to ensure that 
local government elections proceed on November | as 
scheduled. The ANC calls on both SAMWU and lo- 
cal authorities to commit themselves to this negotiation 
process and cease hostilities." 


NP Meeting To Discuss Party’s ‘Looming Crisis’ 


MB2609194195 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
26 Sep 95 p 3 


[Report by Jovial Rantao] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] National Party [NP] leader 
Deputy President F W De Klerk is expected to put a 
compromise plan to senior NP leaders today aimed at 
preventing an open spilt in the party and the possibie 
delay of local government elections. But he may be 
forced to crack the whip yet again to bring into line 
Western Cape party rebels, who have threatened to 
resign. 


In what NP leaders see as a looming crisis for both 
their party and the Government of National Unity, De 
Klerk is said to be proposing talks between warring NP 
factions and between his party and the ANC to avert 
the resignations. 


The rift in the NP has been precipitated by the Constitu- 
tional Court judgment last week which upheld the West- 
ern Cape NP contention that local government procla- 
mations signed by President Mandela were unconstitu- 
tional. The court gave Parliament until October 25 to 
adjust the constitution in order to validate the procla- 
mations. 


But Western Cape NP leaders, including Local Govern- 
ment MEC [Member of the Executive Council] Peter 
Marais, who has been at the centre of the demarcation 
row, have threatened to resign if the NP joins the ANC 
in voting for the constitutional amendments. 


By opposing the amendments during a special parlia- 
mentary session, the NP could prevent the ANC from 
obtaining the two thirds majority needed for constitu- 
tional amendments. 


De Klerk is expected to use today’s fortnightly NP 
policy group meeting in Pretoria to dispell reports of 
friction between Provincial Affairs and Constitutional 
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Development Minister Roelf Meyer and Western Cape 
NP leader Premier Hernus Kriel. 


Today’s meeting takes place a day before Cabinet 
meets to confirm October 4 as the day for the special 
parliamentary sitting at which the Local Government 
Transitional Act amendments will be tabled. It is at 
today’s meeting that the NP is expected to clarify 
whether it will support Meyer and the ANC, or throw 
its weight behind Kriel and vote against the ANC. 


But, in doing so, it would isolate Meyer and put him in 
an unenviable contradictory situation. Under the Interim 
Constitution Meyer will still be obliged to pilot the 
constitutional amendments through the special se~sion 
of Parliament. 


Meyer has been accused by Western Cape NP members 
of capitulating to the ANC in constitutional negotiations 
and of siding with the ANC in the Western Cape 
demarcation row. But De Klerk has given Meyer his 
fullest public and private support, and has rebuked 
those who have criticised him. De Klerk has said the 
NP would support legislation necessary to hold the 
elections. However, the support will be subject to the 
condition that legislation does not contain clauses on 
controversial issues which are not essential for the 
elections to take place. "These include the controversial 
proclamations regarding the Western Cape provincial 
committee, that formed the basis for the case before the 
Constitutional Court," De Klerk said. 


Should the ANC insist on having the said controversial 
proclamations confirmed through legislation, the NP 
will oppose it," he warned. 


DP, PAC on Government Reaction to Court Ruling 


MB2609124495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1221 GMT 26 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) CAPE TOWN September 26 
SAPA — The National Party [NP] may appeal to the 
Constitutional Court again it the ANC pushes through 
legislation to enforce controversial local government 
proclamations, NP leader FW de Klerk said on Tuesday 
[26 September]. 


He said this was unanimously agreed by NP leaders 
at the heart of the local government dispute, including 
Western Cape Premier Hernus Kriel and Provincial 
Affairs Minister Roelf Meyer, at a meeting on Tuesday 
morning. They had decided that the party would support 
legislation necessary to allow local elections to take 
place. 


However the NP would oppose the measure if it also 
covered "unnecessary" issues such as the Presidential 
proclamations on demarcation in the Western Cape 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 5 


which were overturned by the Constitutional Court last 
week. 


"Agreement was reached on a strategy to promote this 
stand," De Klerk said. "If there is no success in making 
the legislation acceptable to the NP, there is a possibility 
that it could be tested in the court again." 


De Klerk said the NP leaders, who included Western 
Cape Local Government MEC [Member of the Execu- 
tive Council] Peter Marais and Cape NP leader Dawie 
de Villiers, supported the stand that the NP would op- 
pose any attempt by the ANC to enforce the proclama- 
tions through legislation. 


Earlier on Tuesday DP [Democratic Party] national 
spokesman Ken Andrew said his party would not 
rubber-stamp local government legislation simply to get 
the NP and ANC out of a crisis of their own making. 


He also said multiparty talks should be held before the 
Bill came before Parliament, in an attempt to reach 
agreement on what should be done. It was about time 
the NP and ANC learned some hard lessons, consulted 
nroperly with others, and started getting things done 
correctly first time around. 


NP Justice spokesman Danie Schutte said his party was 
shocked that the ANC and President Mandela were 
adamant that they had not been defeated by the court 
ruling. 


They were clearly irresponsible in their stance that 
the ruling supported central government’s right to 
intervene in matters "deemed important to the country’s 
transition". 


PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] deputy president Dr 
Motsoke Pheko said his organisation welcomed the 
court decision. "If the government had listened to the 
PAC and others that the elections be held according 
to the Constitution (it) would have saved itself from 
this humiliation and exposure of its incompetence and 
dictatorial practice." 


Modise, Kasrils on Defense Force Transformation 


MB2609093895 Pretoria SALUT in English Aug 95 
pp 26, 27, 28 


[Report by Captain Lientjie Mare] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The deferment of the purchase 
of Corvettes for the SA [South African] Navy, the 
withdrawal of the Eland and Buffel armoured cars, a 
pledge to speedily enact the Special Pensions Act and 
the assurance that disputes regarding land matters will 
soon be solved. These were among the most important 
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issues addressed in the second debate on defence in 
Parliament in June. 


Current Realities 


Addressing the National Assembly at the opening of the 
debate, Mr Joe Modise, the Defence Minister, reported 
back on transformation in the SANDF [South African 
National Defense Force] and the SANDF’s role in the 
RDP [Reconstruction and Development Program]. 


Mr Modise said the extent to which Black South 
Africans have been brought into the SANDF is a 
considerable achievement. With integration, the black 
component of the Defence Force’s full-time component 
has increased by eight per cent in one year — from 53 
percent to 61 percent. Representation of Black officers 
has changed from almost zero to 20 percent. In the 
case of the upper ranks of officers, representation has 
improved by ten percent. This includes the appointment 
of eleven Black generals. 


Already over 11,000 members of MK [Umkhonto 
we Sizwe — Spear of the Nation; ANC military 
wing] and APLA [Azanian People’s Liberation Army] 
have been integrated. 10,000 Former TVBC [Transkei, 
Bophuthatswana, Venda, Ciskei] forces have also been 
integrated. 


Mr Modise said he did not want to give the impression 
that problems do not exist. A recurrent source of 
complaint is the predominant use of Afrikaans as a 
language of instruction, and the fact that most written 
texts available are in that language. This places non- 
Afrikaans speakers at a disadvantage. Mr Modise said 
a decision regarding the operational language needs to 
be taken without violating the constitutional rights of 
individuals. 


New Law 


"There are a number of ex-combatants who do not meet 
the entry requirements for the SANDF, primarily due to 
age or medical reasons," Mr Modise said. "They have 
contributed to the struggle for democracy, and it would 
be unjust to end their military association without any 
form of compensation, especially in the case of veterans 
and the disabled. They do not enjoy the right to a 
pension and are dependeni on the Special Pensions Act 
envisaged in Section 189 of the Interim Constitution. 
We have a duty to speedily enact this law." 


Sensitive Issues 


The process of integration has led to the expansion of 
the SANDF. The Ministry is presently addressing the 
issues of demobilization and rationalisation. Mr Modise 
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assured all SANDF personnel that rationalisation will be 
thoroughly planned and managed with great sensitivity. 


He also said that 38 companies or some 5,500 troops are 
deployed in the five violence-ridden areas and that the 
moratorium on prosecutions for part-time members who 
do not respond to call-up, is being extended. "Methods 
are being considered to attract and retain suitable 
volunteers for an affordable Part-Time Force [PTF] 
which will be fully representative of our population", 
Mr Modise said. 


Major Assistance 


According to Mr Modise the SANDF’s contribution to 
the RDP is effected in many ways, such as securing 
a Safe environment, assistance with RDP requests and 
social relief operations. 


"The SANDF is used in many subsidiary ways. For ex- 
ample supplying water in drought-stricken areas; pro- 
tecting our fishing resources; rescuing injured moun- 
taineers; assisting in inoculation programmes and the 
medical care of victims following natural disasters," he 
said. 


Severe Cuts 


Due to the low level of defence funding the SANDF is 
unable to renew its equipment. The first strike craft is 
being decommissioned in 1997 and the last by 2005. 
"Unless these ships are replaced in time by combat 
vessels, capable of extensive deep-sea patrolling, our 
Navy loses a vital capability. Owing to budget restraints 
and the current absence of a national consensus on the 
matter I have had to defer, for the time ‘seing, the 
purchase of the Corvette replacements for the strike 
craft. 


"This despite the urgent need to protect our 200 mile 
Exclusive Economic Zone and territorial waters and the 
natural resources contained therein," said Mr Modise. 


The Army Buffel armoured personnel carriers and Eland 
armoured cars are also being withdrawn and scrapped. 
The upgrading programmes for the Olifant tank and 
Rooikat tank destroyer, and a replacement for the Ratel, 
have been drastically reduced. 


In the Air Force, the number of aircraft has been cut by 
fifty percent. Seven out of ten front line squadrons have 
been scrapped. "It now looks as though we are going to 
have to depend on only one supersonic fighter squadron 
—- the Cheetahs...," said Mr Modise. 


"Also, the withdrawal from service of the Schackleton 
maritime aircraft means that our coastline and sea-space 
is being patrolled by only one squadron of Dakotas. The 
SANDF is our nation’s insurance policy. The extent of 
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that insurance depends on what we invest in it. What we 
contribute to defence reflects the value we attach to our 
new state and to our achievements. As such we do not 
deserve a second-rate defence force,” said the Minister. 


Credit Due 


Mr Ronnie Kasrils, Deputy Minister of Defence, opened 
his speech in the National Assembly with a list of 
achievements to Defence Minister Modise’s credit: In- 
tegration, educational reorientation as part of the demo- 
cratic transformation, a programme for demobilisation, 
also for veterans, creation of the Service Corps, creation 
of the Defence Secretariat, a moratorium on prosecu- 
tions for those who do not respond to call-up, creation 
of the PTF Council, appointment of the Cameroa Com- 
mission, active and effective representation of our de- 
fence industries abroad, reinforcing the loyaity of the 
SANDF and the presentation of the white paper on De- 
fence. 


"Guns or Butter" 


"This is an old cliche inc “rrectly used and out of context. 
What we are about is rather Peace and Prosperity", Mr 
Kasrils said. 


"Almost every night we are confronted on television 
with the awful images of Bosnia, Chechnya or Somalia. 
We must never forget that they are enduring the hell 
of destruction because they were weak and unable to 
defend themselves. Not to invest in defence would be 
like leaving one’s home with the gate, the front door 
and the windows unlocked. 


"Our National Defence Force is not only defending our 
houses in our suburbs but also in the skies above, the 
seas around them and at the borders beyond them,” said 
Mr Kasrils. 


The Real Enemy 


Mr Kasrils continued saying that Defence is not just 
about fighting enemies but also about protection. The 
real and immediate enemy is always unpreparedness. It 
is always unprepared countries that are the victims and 
it is only a reckless government that would allow that. 


"Toys for boys" 


According to Mr Kasrils this is a facile, sexist and 
subliminally racist characterisation. "If we do not invest 
in our defence and in technology we will have to 
confront a future aggressor with the same traditional 
weapons that proved so ineffective in the past." 
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Arms Control 


Addressing the Senate, Defence Minister Modise said: 
"During the past year my Ministry embarked on a close 
scrutiny of arms control and the armaments industry. 
A special Cabinet Committee is presently investigating 
and reviewing arms sales abroad and arms control 
policy respectively." This Commitiee will recommend 
to Cabinet the control measures to be implemented and 
will articulate the general principles to be followed in 
these cases. 


According to Mr Modise the Government wi!l ensure 
that the armaments industry is strictly regulated so as to 
operate withia the guidelines of an arms export policy 
formui ated in terms of United Nations decisions. 


He said the Government has already acted to stop the 
export of landmines and is supporting the campaign, 
initiated by the Secretary General of the United Nations, 
for worldwide control measures on landmines. 


The initial report of the Cameron Commission was 
handed to the President. "We have been eagerly antici- 
pating this report,” said Mr Modise. 


Land matters 


Concerning land matters Mr Modise said that it must 
be clearly understood that the SANDF does not own 
any land: “All State land is registered in the name of 
the Republic of South Africa and administered by the 
Public Works Department." 


State land is reserved for utilisation by user departments 
such as the SANDF. Currently almost 490,000 hectares 
of land are reserved for use by the SANDF. "It is 
our policy that land which is no longer required for 
military purposes must be returned to the Public Works 
Department for disposal. Certain areas have been or 
are to be developed for rural development such as 
Roosboom 1 “satal and Riemvasmaak and Jenn Haven 
in the Northern Cape. I am confident that the current 
dispute concerning Lohatlha will be solved," said Mr 
Modise. 

"I have instructed the SANDF that there must be no dis- 
crimination with regard to making available emergency 
grazing. It should be available in a declared drought- 


stricken area to organised agriculture and individuals 
who may request it”. 


Relocation 


Concerning Schmidtsdrift, Mr Modise said the SANDF 
has undertaken to investigate the possibility of a re- 
placement training area to allow for the return of the 
total area to the Bathlaping. This is dependant on the 
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relocation of the San. "The SANDF remains commit- 
ted to helping the San community in every way it can. 
Consensus was reached at the recent Inter-departmental 
Work Group on the resettlement of the San, and the cer- 
tain basic infrastructure and facilities which have to be 
established prior to moving them. 


"This approach will provide the time for developing thu 
Schmidtsdrift area for the return of the Tswana people 
and for clearing the range of military debris". 


Open invitation 


During the debate, the Draft White Paper on National 
Defence for South Africa, intended to inform Parliament 
and the public on the Government’s proposed defence 
policy, was also presented. 


The Draft White Paper is an invitation to citizens and 
their elected represeniatives to engage in debate on 
military matters and, to the greatest extent possible, 
forge a national consensus on defence. 


Ounce Parliament, the public and other government de- 
partments have commented on this draft document, the 
Ministry of Defence will produce a White Paper on De- 
fence. The White Paper will serve as the policy frame- 
work for a Defence Review which entails comprehen- 
sive long-range planning on such matters as doctrine, 
force design, force levels, armaments, equipment and 
funding. 


The Department of Defence will complete the Defence 
Review which will entail widespread consultation. The 
final product will be presented to Parliament by 1 April 
1996. 


Detailed plans on issues such as demobilisation, ra- 
tionalisation, equal opportunity, military education, 
weapons acquisition programmes and the Part-time 
Force will be periodically submitted to Parliament by 
the Department of Defence. 


Policy principles 


The theme of the Draft White Paper is the transfor- 
mation of defence policy and the Defence Force. The 
process of transformation will be guided by certain prin- 
ciples which are as follows: National security shall be 
sought primarily through efforts to meet the political, 
economic, social and cultural rights and needs of South 
Africa’s people. South Africa shall pursue peaceful rela- 
tions with other states. It will seek a high level of polit- 
ical, economic and military co-operation with Southern 
African states in particular. 


South Africa shall achere to international law on armed 
conflict and the SANDF shall have a primarily defensive 
orientation and posture. South Africa is committed to the 
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international cause of arms control and disarmament. It 
shall participate in, and seek to strengthen, international 
and regional efforts to contain the proliferation of small 
arms, conventional armaments and weapons of mass 
destruction. 


South Africa’s force levels, armaments and military 
expenditure shali be deterniined by defence policy 
which derives from 22 analysis of the external and 
internal security environment and takes account of the 
RDP impe.ative. 


The SANDF shall be a balanced, modern and techno- 
logically advanced military force, capable of executing 
its tasks effectively and efficiently. The functions and 
responsibilities of the SANDF shall be determined by 
the Constitution and a revised Defence Act. 


The primary role of the SANDF shall be to detend South 
Africa against external military aggression. Deployment 
in an internal policing capacity shall be limited to 
exceptional circumstances and subject to parliamentary 


safeguards . 


The SANDF shall be subordinate to the elected civilian 
authority. It shall be fully accountable to Parliament. 
The SANDF shall operate strictly within the parameters 
of the Constitution and domestic legislation. It shall re- 
spect human rights and the democratic political process. 


Defence policy and military activities shall be suffi- 
ciently transparent to enable meaningful parliamentary 
and public scrutiny and debate. 


The SANDF shall be non-partisan with respect to 
political parties and the SANDF shall endeavour to 
develop a non-racial, non-sexist and non-discriminatory 
institutional culture. 


And lastly, the SANDF shall respect the rights and 
dignity of its members within the normal construints 
of military discipline and training. 


Defense Minister Bans Export of Mines 


MB2609194495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1702 GMT 26 Sep 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Sept 26 SAPA — 
Defence Minister Joe Modise on Tuesday banned the 
marketing, export or transit of anti-personnel landmines. 
He said the country was pursuing new technology to 
produce a landmine that would defuse itself after a 
certain period. These steps reflected South Africa’s 
commitment to preventing the suffering brought about 
by landmines which remained deadly until detonated, 
Modise told a media briefing in Pretoria. "There is a 
lethal legacy of landmines in our region, and throughout 
the world. Thousands of innocent civilians have been 
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killed or maimed primarily by long-lived anti-personnel 
mines, with about 80,000 amputees in Angola alone.” 
The ban replaces a moratorium on the sale or export 
of anti- personnc’ landmines announced hy Modise 
in July. The moratorium was in compliance with an 
international convention. South Africa is a signatory 
to the convention, currently eing reviewed in Vienna, 
Austria. 

Modise said South Africa still recognised, along with 
the United Nations, the legitimate use of landmines for 
defence purposes. To control the use of landmines, the 
country would pursue new technology for producing 
anti-personnel mines that would defuse themselves after 
a certain period. "We would share the benefits of such 
technology in order to prevent the untold suffering 
brought about by the use of long-lived anti-personnel 
mines," Modise said. 

South Africa would destroy its long-lived landmines, 
replacing them with self-defusing ones. These would 
be used within the constraints of the international 
convention. 


Modise said South Africa would improve its demining 
technology, as weil as measures to counter landmines. 
Alternatives to the use of landmines would be pursued, 
he said. 


Military, Police Allowed To Keep State Weay: 


MB2209173495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1706 GMT 22 Sep 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) Pretoria Sept 22 SAPA — 
Defence Force members were not affected by President 
Nelson Mandela’s general notice ordering the return 
of state-owned arms before October 31, Safety and 
Security Minister Sydney Mufamadi said on Friday (22 
September]. 


The same applied to prison services members and the 
police, he said in a statement in Pretoria. Registered 
security officers guarding national key points also 
did not have to surrender state-owned weapons. The 
notice signed by Mandela on Thursday withdrew the 
authorisation for civilians to own firearms issued by the 
former Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda and Ciskei 
([TBVC] governments, as well as the self-governing 
territories. Those failing to hand in such firearms and 
ammunition at a police station by October 31 could face 
prosecution, Mufamadi said. 


Before last year’s general election more than 40,000 
weapons were distributed to individuals in the TBVC 
states and self-governing territories for self-defence 


purposes and the protection of government property. 
Mufamadi said the new constitution determined that 
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the cwnership of such arms was now vested in the 
government of national unity. "In the interest of limiting 
the opportunity of abusing ihe use of firearms we need 
to rapidly move towards a uniform licensing system for 
those who qualify to own a firearm," Mufamadi said. 


iP: Community K ‘led Police ‘In Self-Defense’ 


MB2609124595 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1110 GMT 26 Sep 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Sovth Africa’s Police commis- 
sioner, Mr. George Fivaz, has expressed outrage over 
the brutal killing yesterday of four policemen in an am- 
bush in the troubled KwaZulu/Nata) Province. He said 
tae execution-style killings should be seen as a national 
Crisis. 


The men and two police dogs died in a hail of bullets 
when they were anibushed in the rural KwaZulu/Natal 
district of Mpendle, a stronghold of the Inkatha Freedom 
Party [IFP]. The IFP ciaims the policemen were not 
killed in cold blood, but were shot in self-defense by 
the community, a claim angrily denied by the police in 
KwaZulw/Natal. 


General Fivaz said the atrocity showed that the time has 
come for all political parties, traditional leaders, and 
community leaders to mobilize against the murder of 
police officials. Five suspects in the killings have been 
arrested. 


Ramaphosa Condemns Pc:ice Killing 


MB2709054695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1936 GMT 26 Sep 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Sept 26 
SAPA — The African National Congress on Tuesday 
(26 September] condemned the execution-style killing 
of four policemen in KwaZulu/Natal, saying the murder 
of law enforcement officers threatened the very fabric 
of society. ANC secretary general Cyril Ramaphosa 
expressed outrage in a statement a day after the four 
policemen were mowed down in the Inkatha Freedom 
Party stronghold of impendle while investigating a 
murder. 


"We regard these brutal murders as a matter of nationai 
concern,” Ramaphosa said, adding that such killings 
posed a serious threat to the rule of law, the foundation 
of democratic government and the country at large. 


South Africans needed to unite across party lines in 
condemning such attacks, and should assist the police 
in the course of their work. “In this light, the ANC 
finds the attempts by the IFP [Inkatha Free¢om Party] 
to ‘justify’ the killings as callous and disturbing. There 
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can be no excuse for this kind of barbarism and blatant 
disrespect for the law." 


Ramaphosa said the ANC fully supported the police 
in their battle against crime and violence, and called 
on communities to throw their full weight behind the 
police in their duties to make the country safer. "While 
much of the violence in KwaZulu/Natal will only be 
decisively halted through a political solution, the police 
have a central role to play in curbing the violence,” he 
Said. 


"An attack on the police is an attack on the state and 
an affront to our communities. As a society we cannot 
tolerate such acts.” 


Ramaphosa appealed to the “waZulu/Netal authorities 
to work with central government in bringing the killers 
to book. 


The ANC expressed its condolences to the bereaved 
families. 


South African Press Review for 26 Sep 
MB2609124595 


[FBIS Editorial Report) 


THE STAR 


Tendency To Blame Black-Led GNU for Country’s Ilis 
— "It seems to me there is a growing tendency in certain 
quarters to lay blame for everything [preceding word 
in italics} on the door of the black-led GNU [govern- 
ment of national unity],”" says Kaizer Nyatsumba in his 
"One ip Your Eye" column on page-16 of Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English on 26 September. There have 
been calls for the dismis. al of certzin ministers. Demo- 
cratic Party leader Tony Leon has called on President 
Mandela to embark on a "thorough house-cleaning’ of 
his multiparty Cabinet by sucking ‘useless’ Ministers 
and abolishing unnecessary portfolios." Among those 
on his list for dismissal are: Minister Without Portfolio 
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Jay Naidoo, Genera! Services Minister Chris Fismer, 
Arts Culture, Science and Technology Minister Ben 
Ngubane, and Public Works Minister Jeff Radebe. For- 
eign Minister Alfred Nzo, Defense Minister Joe Modise, 
Health Minister Nkosazana Zuma, and Education Min- 
ister Sibusiso Bhengu have “often been mentioned in 
the same breath.” "Although charged with responsibil- 
ity of the RDP [Reconstruction and Development Pro- 
gram], Naidoo is but one small part of the GNU. And 
although fairly widespread, perceptions of inefficiency 
on the part of Nzo, Modise, Zuma and Bhengu are only 
that: perceptions." Nyatsumba, therefore, believes Pres- 
ident Mandela would be "ill-advised" to shuffle his cab- 
inet “at the insistence of people with political agendas.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Constitutional Court ‘Growin, in Credibility’ — Johan- 
nesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 26 September 
in a page-16 editorial says the Constitutional Court's 
ruling on the Western Cape demarcation saga sen: : 
out the message that "it will not hesitate to tangle » 
central government in cases where the executive o. 
reaches itself. By embarrassing the government anu 
forcing a special session of Parliament to amend the 
Local Government Transition Act, the court has offered 
something of a riposte to suggestions that it was packed 
with ANC sympathisers to ensure its docility." BUSI- 
NESS DAY believes the Constitutional Court has "done 
much to fulfil the high hopes pinned on it and is grow- 
ing in credibility." However, there are signs of a “fault 
line within the court between judges who see it as a pro- 
cedural check on the lawmakers, and those of a more 
activist bent who believe the constitution embodies a so- 
cial engineering component. The real test of its mettle 
will come when government policy clashes with sub- 
stantive constitutional provisions such as the equality 
and proper’ y clause, and in more fundamental disputes 
between the central government and its non-ANC re- 
gional counterparts." 
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Angola 


Santos, Savimbi in Brussels Seeking Donor Aid 


1.D2409204695 Lisbon RTP Internacional Television 
in Portuguese 1800 GMT 24 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Angolan President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos and UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] leader Jonas Savimbi are 
meeting in Brussels. Pedro Oliveira reports: 


[Oliveira] Jonas Savimbi was the first to arrive for 
a meeting with Jose Eduardo dos Saatos aimed at 
obtaining $650 million for the reconstruction of Angola. 
Both are attending a roundtable meeting of international 
organizations and other donors. Savimbi wants to be in 
on this operation. 


[Begin recording] [Savimbi] After this we will see how 
we can go forward with a common program so that 
donors can understand the complexity of our problem, 
so they can be sympathetic to it, but above all be sure 
that we will work to ensure a definitive peace, hence 
the risks are reduced. 


[Oliveira] Does UNITA want to monitor the way the 
reconstruction funds will be us? 


[Savimbi] Well, we have a proverb in our country: You 
only discuss who keeps what part of a hunted animal 
once the animal has been caught — at the moment we 
have nothing. [end recording] 


[Oliveira] President Jose Eduardo dos Santos is confi- 
dent of obtaining some results in Brussels, contributions 
that he believes will help peace. 


[Begin Santos recording] We are confident that there is 
the political will, on the part of the government and of 
UNITA, to consolidate the peace process, and also on 
the part of the international community there appears 
to be great interest in a definitive peace in Angola this 
time. Obviously, there are delays, for which the United 
Nations is mainly responsible. We hope that efforts will 
be made to overcome these delays. 


I do not believe peace in Angola is limited to the 
intervention of two personalities, two people. It is 
a process that involves every Angolan and also the 
international community. [end recording] 


[Oliveira] Jose Eduardo dos Santos and Savimbi met 
earlier this evening. If in Brussels they obtain a third 


of the funds they hope to get from the international © 


community, it will be an achievement. 
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Leaders To Share Common Viewpoint 


MB2509192795 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 25 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] In Brussels, Angola has just 
presented its Community Rehabilitation and National 
Reconstruction Program to the international donor com- 
munity. The program provides for the short-term re- 
habilitation of productive infrastructure, among other 
aims. Angolan head of state Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
and Jonas Savimbi, National Union for the Total In- 
dependence of Angola (UNITA] leader, agree on the 
program’s goals. Meanwhile, our correspondent in the 
Belgian capital reports that President Santos and the 
UNITA leader will meet again tonight to achieve a com- 
mon point of view. [passage omitted] 


Addressing a news conference this afternoon, Presi- 
dent Santos expressed (?satisfaction) with the results 
achieved so far, adding that the donor community is 
well informed: 


[Begin Santos recording] The donors have shown they 
have a deep understanding of Angola’s difficult situ- 
ation. In addition, there is the willingness to support 
efforts to strengthen peace and democracy in our coun- 
try, as well as to rehabilitate war-ravaged infrastructure. 
Thus, the climate at this meeting seems to me to be very 
favorable for attending to the Angolan Government’s 
concerns. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


The Angolan head of state is scheduled to pay a brief 
visit to Portugal tomorrow, where he will meet Por- 
tuguese Prime Minister Anibal Cavaco Silva. [passage 
omitted] 


Savimbi Pledges Not To Fight Again 


MB2509154495 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio 
in English 1500 GMT 25 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The leader of the UNITA 
[National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
movement of Angola, Dr. Jonas Savimbi, says he will 
never again wage war against the government. 


Dr. Savimbi, who is attending a meeting of donor 
countries in Brussels, said that neither he nor his 
movement would ever again take the warpath. He 
said he wanted the Angolan cease-fire to be fully 
respected and that even small skirmishes should stop. 
He undertook to assist in mine-clearing operations in 
Angola to ensure that international aid operations were 


not hampered. 


Yesterday, Dr. Savimbi met Angolan President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos to discuss power sharing in the 
government of national unity provided for in the peace 
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agreement. The meeting was the third between the two 
men since they signed a peace agreement in Lusaka in 
November last year. 


Secured Donor Money Listed 


MB2509203295 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 25 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Today was a productive day 
for the Angoian team to the Brussels donor meeting. 
Our country has already managed to secure 300 million 
Belgian francs, 600 million ECU’s, and $100 million. 


President Jose Eduardo dos Santos and Jonas Savimbi, 
the National Union for the Total Independence of An- 
gola leader, attended the donor meeting today. President 
Santos told the international community the Angolan 
Government is seriously committed to political and eco- 
nomic stability, unity, and national reconciliation. 


Minister on Aid Prospects 


MB2709055095 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 26 Sep 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] This week’s round table meet- 
ing on aid to Angola is due to wrap up in Brussels, the 
Belgian capital, in a couple of hours’ time. The MPLA 
[Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola] gov- 
ernment and the former UNITA [National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola] rebels have joined 
forces in a bid to attract hundreds of millions of dollars 
from the donors to repair Angola’s war-damaged econ- 
omy, and recently the MPLA has introduced a number 
of liberal economic measures in order to attract funds 
from the interrational community. One of the architects 
of the new policy is the minister of planning, Jose Pe- 
dro de Morais, who is with the government delegation 
in Brussels. Chris Simpson asked him if he was pleased 
with the way the conference was going. 


[Begin recording] [Morais] Yes, we are happy over 
what is happening in this round table conference. We 
are taking care of almost 3.5 million displaced people 
and almost 200,000 demobilized people. Those are 
the people concerned in this community rehabilitation 
program, and we received very strong support from the 
donors’ community for the program, but more important 
than the money is that the donors approved other 
concepts, like the concept of [word indistinct] (?at) the 
bottom level of the society and taking care of the local 
communities. 


[Simpson] Is it fair to say that at the moment Angola 
has something of an image problem, a credibility 
problem with donors? They are a bit critical about the 
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levels of corruption and the past record of economic 
mismanagement. 


(Morais) Well, this is what some donors have clearly 
said to us. I would say that unless our internal account- 
ability system will not improve, this kind of argument 
will come often. [sentence as heard] This is why, among 
other things, we are receiving from the IMF and the 
World Bank a [words indistinct] of technical assistance 
in order to put very clear our budget accounts, our Cen- 
tral Bank account, in order to (?definitely) avoid this 
kind of criticism. [end recording] 


UNITA Pleased With Outcome 


MB2709092795 London BBC World Service 
in English 0530 GMT 27 Sep 95 


(From the "Network Africa" program] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) Efforts to raise money for 
reconstruction in Angola appear to have come up 
trumps following a two-day meeting in Brussels. It has 
been revealed that $785 million will be received for 
redevelopment and rehabilitation, and more than $200 
million will go into humanitarian aid. UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] leader 
Jonas Savimbi pledged at the start of the conference on 
Monday that he would never again take the path to war. 
But is UNITA happy with the results of the conference? 
Chris Simpson spoke to UNITA’s finance spokesperson 
Fatima Roque. 


[Begin recording] [Roque] We got everything we 
dreamed of — that is, the consolidation of peace. 
Without economic progress, it would be very difficult 
to have social stability. We got also the strong commit- 
ment that we saw on the first day from the two leaders, 
that Angola will have peace now. 


[Simpson] What are, then, your main concerns, particu- 
larly in terms of social policy? I know one item UNITA 
has raised has been about welfare being provided for 
demobilized soldiers and their families. Do you think 
progress has been made in those kind of areas? 


[Roque] Very slowly. But we hope that now with the 
contribution of the international community of donors 
— they have been very generous to Angola — we 
hope that that process will move forward quicker than 
so far. And without solving that problem, it will be 
very difficult to have social stability. For UNITA, the 
social aspect is very important. We think that those 
people that have fought for most of their lives, they 
deserve a fair treatment. They deserve to be part of 
the social and economic reconstruction of the country. 
They need professional technical training. They ne?d 
the instruments to become economic agents and to go 
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to the labor market and to compete with the others. I 
am very optimistic that now we will be able to do that 
much quicker than in the past. [end recording] 


UNITA Reports FAA Attacks in Zaire Province 


MB2609063595 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 25 Sep 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The situation in Zaire 
Province’s Soyo District continues to be a source of 
much concern. Sabastiao Fragoso, the Voice of Resis- 
tance of the Black Cockerel correspondent in the area, 
reports that Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] have been 
attacking National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola-controlled positions. 


Despite the progress made in the context of the peace 
process in Zaire Province’s Soyo District, the fact is 
that government forces have continued to be involved 
in acts of indiscipline. 


FAA troops moved a BMP-2 armored car from (Porto 
Rico) to Soyo on 22 September. At 1450 on the same 
day, they began shelling our forces in the areas of [name 
indistinct] and (Candi). [passage omitted] 


Swaziland 


Queen Noor of Jordan To Visit 4 November 
MB2709091095 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 27 Sep 95 pp 1, 32 


[Report by Musa Ndlangamandla] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane — Queen Noor of 
Jordan will visit the country on November 4 this year. 
She will be here to attend the International Conference 
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for the United World Colleges (UWC) which will be 
attended by 450 delegates from all over the world. 


Queen Noor will also preside over the UWC Council 
meeting which will be held at Waterford KaMhlaba 
College where she will assume the presidency of the 
council. She takes over from the Prince of Wales, Prince 
Charles whose term of office has ended. 


It is expected that the queen, wife of King Hussein 
of Jordan, will be hosted to a State Banquet by 
His Majesty King Mswati III. This was announced 
yesterday by Public Affairs Director of Diagonal Street 
Communications [DSC] Mr Collin Nxumalo. 


DSC is a South African company which is handling the 
publicity side of the tour. He said the meeting starts 
on November 4 and will end on November 6. "The 
meeting takes place every five years. This will be the 
first time that the council meeting will be held in Africa. 
The general purpose of the meeting, is to review the 
performance of UWC in the previous mid-decade and 
also for extensive planning to take place for the next 
five year term," Mr Nxumalo said. 


"The fact of the matter is that, Queen Noor together with 
South African President Nelson Mandela are sharing the 
presidency of the UWC following their take over from 
Prince Charles whose term of office has just ended," he 
said. 


He added that Waterford KaMhlaba was chosen as this 
year’s venue in recognitlon of its immense contribution 
towards the improvement of education worldwide. Mr 
Nxumalo promised to issue a full statement on the tour 
in due course. 
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Cote d’Ivoire 


Presidential Address Reviews Ban on Marches 


AB2609232795 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 2000 GMT 26 Sen 95 


[Address by President Henri Konar on Bedie in Abidjan 
— read by Sports Minister Roland Kobenan Zapka, live] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Ivorians, dear countrymen, it 
is with some seriousness that I am addressing you. 
Recently, I had to issue a decree which, as you are 
aware, bans marches and demonstrations on public 
highways and places, for a period of three: months. 


Why did I make that decision? The first reason for 
making this decision is that there is no democratic 
government in the world that can accept that the streets 
should impose its law or dictate its law. When some 
people organize marches across the two bridges in our 
economic capital and sit on the highways — these 
are Called sit-ins — well, Abidjan is paralyzed. Thus, 
during such recent marches, some travelers could not 
reach the airport on time, planes had to be delayed. 
In addition, some sick persons could not receive the 
medical treatment they needed. Several workers were 
prevented from getting to work. This is obviously an 
attempt to hinder the freedom of movement, freedom of 
work, and freedom for all Abidjan’s inhabitants to go 
about their businesses peacefully. 


In addition, these activities harm Cote d’Ivoire’s image 
vis-a-vis our visitors, our friends, and those who have 
come here to develop business ties and survey the types 
of investments they could make in our country. The only 
goal for these activities is to sabotage our economy. 
As one can understand, this is intolerable. Worse still, 
through these almost insurrectional demonstrations, the 
unavowed aim of some people is to cause serious 
incidents and thus succeed in jeopardizing the electoral 
process. Instead of fighting, as is the rule in all 
democratic systems, on issues and on the competition 
between the candidates, these troublemakers, who are in 
reality fake democrats, want to destroy democracy, even 
if it means pushing the country into chaos and misery. 
This was why I felt it was my duty to put an end to 
such activities. 


Coming to the measures taken, they were not intended, 
as professionals of misinformation had argued, \o harm 
freedom of expression. Of course, everyone has the right 
to hold his opinions and make his choices and to express 
such opinions, but this must be done by respecting 
public order and the tranquility of all citizens. We 
cannot have two categories of citizens in our country, 
namely those who take it upon themselves to disturb 
the daily life of all of us and those who are victims 
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of those abuses of the law. Freedom is meant to be 
exercised by all, in respect of the regulations of any 
Civilized society. The individual's freedom is limited 
by the other person's freedom. Freedom is limited by 
freedom. 


Normal electoral activities, such as rallies, when orga- 
nized at fixed places, have not at all been banned. The 
decree only stipulated that meetings and demonstrations, 
apart from marches and sit-ins which have been banned, 
must be subject to prior authorization, so that the au- 
thorities and the organizers responsible of such demon- 
Strations can come together and find ways of preventing 
any excesses. This is why I am saying calmly but firmly 
to all those claiming to be more democratic than others 
but who in reality are working to sabotage the demo- 
Cratic debate, that we are determined to ensure the rule 
of law which is the same for all. A word to the wise! 


I would like to recall all the measures that have 
been taken by the government to satisfy the demands 
of some opposition parties. These parties wanted to 
have an independent electoral commission in charge 
of organizing all the elections, namely the presidential, 
legislative, and municipal elections, contrary to the 
existing laws which say that such responsibilities are 
conferred upon the government which has the necessary 
machinery for doing this job. 


In response to their demands and without going against 
existing regulations, I have made a big step towards sat- 
isfying their demands. Instead of an independent com- 
mission whose decisions would have been blocked right 
away by representatives of political parties opposed to 
one another, I have set up a national independent com- 
mission, headed by a lawyer appointed by the president 
of the Supreme Court, which is an independent body. 
This commission will examine electoral complaints. It 
will arbitrate in electoral disputes and supervise elec- 
toral operations, outside the head of state who is only 
represented by civil servants of the Ministry of Interior. 
In case of deadlock at the level of the National Inde- 
pendent Commission for Arbitration and Supervision, 
the matter is referred to the prime minister, who is not 
a candidate to any elective post, for a second arbitration. 
If in turn this arbitration is not accepted, then the dispute 
can be refereed to various bodies, namely and according 
to cases involved, the Supreme Court, the Constitutional 
Council, and the National Audiovisual Council. 


I will also want to recall that as soon as the electoral op- 
erations started, technical inspection commissions were 
set up in all the electoral constituencies. Representatives 
of opposition parties are members of these commissions. 
All these local commissions can lodge their complaints 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying ination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


- 


FBIS-AFR-95-187 
27 September 1995 


with the National Independent Commission for Arbitra- 
tion and Supervision. 


The opposition, in particular the Ivorian Popular Front 
[FPI], has questioned the role of the prefects, under the 
pretext that the latter, who are appoinied by the head 
of state, may not be independent or neutral enough. 
My answer is that the Republican Law empowers the 
head of state to appoint some people to top positions 
and there is the need to have confidence in such people 
serving the state. Prefects, secretaries of prefectures, and 
subprefects are commissioners of the republic and their 
intellectual and moral integrity cannot be questioned. 
The general secretaries of the Rally of the Republicans, 
the FPI, and the PPS [expansion unknown] expressed 
the wish to have copies of the tally sheets on the spot 
and immediately after the vote counts. I think that 
this is a minor demand that can be satisfied by the 
National Independent Commission for Arbitration and 
Supervision. 


The opposition also demanded that West African non- 
Ivorian foreigners should not vote. I have satisfied 
this demand which is, of course, in conformity with 
our Constitution. The opposition parties also demanded 
that the head of state assist in financing their electoral 
campaign. This request is not provided for under the 
laws and it is beyond the means earmarked for elections, 
means that are already being subsidized by friendly 
countries. 


To date, I have always immediately shelved demands 
by some potential candidates for financial assistance. 
I point out in this regard that those who press for 
democratization by acting as advisers are unfortunately 
not those who provide financial support. During my 
first meeting with the secretary generals of the FPI 
and RDR, they assured me that they have not come 
to insist on the withdrawal of the electoral code but that 
they intended to make some demands about the above- 
mentioned issues. 


I owe it as a duty to inform all that since I assumed 
office, I have lifted the ban on demonstrations. I have 
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directed the security forces to ensure the security of 
demonstrators until the marches degenerated into sit- 
in demonstrations that paralyzed the traffic in Abidjan 
and hampered the functioning of public services and 
enterprises. In the face of this situation, I, in agreement 
with the government, reacted in the right direction in 
accordance with our culture of peace and cur current 
laws. Evidently, these demonstrations are against the 
serious preparation of the elections. Preparations for 
elections (?cannot) lead to marches and sit-ins which 
disrupt public order and social peace, which the large 
majority of our compatriots are attached to. 


There was a request for transparent ballot boxes in 
a forest country which produces timber. Well, thanks 
to the European Economic Union we will have semi- 
transparent ballot boxes with transparent plexiglas on 
one side. There was a request for indelible ink so 
indelible ink will be provided to prevent people from 
voting several times. So, as you see, I have constantly 
done everything possible to meet opposition demands 
without yielding to blackmail, because I think that those 
measures Can push our young democracy forward. So, I 
do not understand why, in return for my efforts, innocent 
children of 10 to 15 years are continuously encouraged 
to take to the streets and throw stones at the security 
forces. 


I therefore, ask everyone to come back to his senses 
and prepare calmly for the presidential, legislative, and 
municipal elections which will effectively take place on 
the stipulated dates. The real battle will be fought at 
rallies held in fixed places, at conferences, and during 
political programs on radio and television which will be 
open to all since everybody will have equal air time on 
the radio and television during the electoral campaign 
period. The real battle is not a street fight. The real battle 
lies in winning votes from voters. Good evening to all. 
May there be peace in all households! 
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